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PortfolioConstruction Forum and UTS launch IMR Program

  
PortfolioConstruction Forum | 20 March 2017 

Investment continuing education and certification services provider, PortfolioConstruction 
Forum has partnered with University of Technology Sydney (UTS) Business School, to support 
the newly formed Investment Management Research Program (the IMR Program). The 
collaboration deepens the relationship the Forum and UTS formed last year when the Forum 
took over responsibility for the management and delivery of the Certified Investment 
Management Analyst® (CIMA®) certification program, throughout Australia and New Zealand.

The IMR Program succeeds the UTS Paul Woolley Centre, a privately-funded financial markets 
research initiative which has been led by UTS Professor Ron Bird since its foundation in 
2007. In essence, the UTS Paul Woolley Centre has been reconstituted as the IMR Program 
which will also be led by Professor Bird.  

The IMR Program will build on its predecessor’s research in the areas of capital market 
operations, financial institutions/intermediaries and institutional investors, as well as 
continuing the established annual Workshop and Conference events, with the first 
UTS/PortfolioConstruction Forum IMR Program Workshop on Thursday 30 March 2017. 
Under the IMR Program, Professor Bird will also retain his 15-year role as director of the 
Investment Management Analyst Course (IMAC), a key component of the CIMA certification 
program for Australian candidates.  

"The collaboration of PortfolioConstruction Forum and UTS Business School connects a firm 
which specialises in executive education, with a university which is keen to expand its 
executive education offerings," said Graham Rich, Managing Partner and Dean of 
PortfolioConstruction Forum.  

"By strengthening our engagement with Professor Bird and UTS Business School, 
PortfolioConstruction Forum is able to secure the long-term future of both the IMAC and 
therefore the CIMA certification program in Australia, and to bring UTS Business School’s 
investment management research to a broader audience. This includes the IMR Program 
providing advanced continuing education , led by academics, to CIMA certificants and other 
PortfolioConstruction Forum members. The net result is a significant enhancement in the 
breadth and depth of our CE and certification programs." 

"I've known Graham for a long while," Professor Bird said. "His team at PortfolioConstruction 
Forum is recognised for curating and offering high quality educational programs for the 
wealth management and investment industry, so this partnership benefits both UTS and 
PortfolioConstruction Forum.  
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"As well as managing the IMR Program events, the Forum will provide funding for the IMR 
Program, enabling it to pursue research relevant to the investment management community. 
Working together, we will also seek to develop new initiatives to support an industry which is 
increasingly being asked to meet higher educational standards." 

  

ABOUT PORTFOLIOCONSTRUCTION FORUM 

PortfolioConstruction Forum is the specialist, independent, investment continuing education 
and certification service curated for Australia’s and NZ’s investment portfolio construction 
practitioners, to enable their better quality portfolio construction knowledge, skills and 
wisdom, and thereby improve the financial wellbeing of individuals and society. 
http://portfolioconstruction.com.au/  

  

ABOUT CERTIFIED INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT ANALYST (CIMA) CERTIFICATION 

CIMA® certification is the peak international, technical portfolio construction certification 
program designed for investment and wealth management practitioners and advocates. 
Sitting in the clear and uncluttered space between Certified Financial Analyst (CFA) and 
Certified Financial Planner (CFP), CIMA certification is the peak, specialist certification for 
anyone involved in any aspect of constructing multi-asset, multi-manager portfolios. 
The CIMA certification mark is owned by the Investment Management Consultants 
Association® (IMCA®), the global professional association for advanced investment and 
wealth professionals. In Australia, CIMA certification is managed and delivered by 
PortfolioConstruction Forum, IMCA australia’s strategic partner in the management and 
delivery of CIMA certification and member continuing education services. Over 15 years ago, 
UTS Professor Bird was a founding Director of IMCA and introduced the Investment 
Management Analyst Course (IMAC), a key component of the CIMA certification program for 
Australian candidates, under the auspices of the University of Technology Sydney. 
http://portfolioconstruction.com.au/cima/about-cima/  

  

ABOUT UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY SYDNEY 

UTS is a dynamic and innovative university in central Sydney. One of Australia’s leading 
universities of technology, UTS has a distinct model of learning, strong research 
performance and a leading reputation for engagement with industry and the professions. 
UTS is part of the Australian Technology Network of universities: a group of five prominent 
universities committed to working with industry and government to deliver practical and 
professional courses. With a total enrolment of over 40,000 students, UTS is one of the 
largest universities in Australia.  
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/university/overview  


